
Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY — Tuesday, 22 November 2011] 

 p9487b-9488a 
Mr Ben Wyatt; Dr Elizabeth Constable; Speaker 

 [1] 

EDUCATION PARTICIPATION PROGRAM — OFFICER COMMENT 

811. Mr B.S. WYATT to the Minister for Education: 

I refer to the minister’s comments in this place on 2 November referring to the north metropolitan education 
region that “Every school has an attendance officer—or almost every school”. I also refer to an email from 
David Forster from the Department of Education sent on 9 November 2011 to all schools in the north 
metropolitan education region, which stated — 

… the Minister has said that each school has an attendance officer — Please advise who are the 
attendance officers — is that their fulltime job or are there other staff who have been given this as an 
extra duty. 

(1) Why did the minister tell the Parliament that every school has an attendance officer when this clearly is 
not the case? 

(2) Does the minister now accept that there is a link between the minister cutting the budget of the 
participation directorate and the fact that the department does not know whether schools have an 
attendance officer? 

(3) Will the minister now commit to reinstate the participation directorate’s full budget so that she can 
reverse the falling attendance rates of our public secondary students?  

Dr E. CONSTABLE replied: 

(1)–(3) The member for Victoria Park has actually muddled up two different concepts; one is attendance at 
school and the other is participation in school.  

Mr B.S. Wyatt: You’ve muddled up! 

The SPEAKER: Member for Victoria Park! 

Dr E. CONSTABLE: I will say it again: the member for Victoria Park has muddled up two different concepts; 
one is attendance at school and the other is participation in school. 

Mr B.S. Wyatt: And there’s no link? 

Dr E. CONSTABLE: Let me just — 

Mr B.S. Wyatt: Minister, does every school have an attendance officer? 

Mr M.P. Whitely interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Bassendean, you did not ask the question; I formally call you to order for the 
second time. Member for Victoria Park, you have asked the question. I am hearing the minister attempting to 
answer that; your continual interjections are not going to assist. I formally call you to order for the first time 
today. 

Dr E. CONSTABLE: So, every school has someone in the school, as I understand it — 

Mr B.S. Wyatt: Clearly, you’re wrong. I mean, the education department had to run around and confirm your 
own statement! 

Dr E. CONSTABLE: If you know the answer, then answer your own question! 

Mr B.S. Wyatt interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Victoria Park, I formally call you to order for the second time today.  

Dr E. CONSTABLE: As I understand it, every school has someone within that school who is responsible for 
tracking attendance in the school and following up when there is no legitimate reason presented by parents for 
absence from school. So, in that case, there is someone with that responsibility in a school. Participation is a 
different concept and the two are linked. I agree with the member that they are linked, but participation officers 
were introduced, as I understand it, by the previous government when the school leaving age was increased to 
encourage those year 10s, 11s and 12s to continue on at school. That is what participation is about—actually 
participating in school. 

Mr B.S. Wyatt: And attendance by year 10s, 11s and 12s was falling, which is why I’m asking you about the 
attendance officers. 

Dr E. CONSTABLE: And attendance and participation in that sense are linked. There are two different officers 
that we are talking about; participation officers and that person within a school who is responsible for 
attendance, not necessarily the same person. 
 


